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for the development of agriculture and an increase
of production. A distribution of these holdings among
the peasants, even if it were complete, could not have
brought any real relief, because the total number of great
and intermediate landholders in Russia hardly exceeded
130,000, and their acreage only amounted to 165 millions,
against some 400 million acres belonging to the peasants.
Divided among the peasants this would have meant
but an insignificant addition to the holding of each
individual. Furthermore, the great and intermediate
properties were the centres of cultivation and agricultural
progress, and their disappearance could not but have
an unfavourable effect on the yield of the soil. It was
evident that a just combination of large, intermediate
and small holdings, after the fashion of France and
England, would bring about the best results.
In order to provide for the real need of the peasants,
M. Stolypine had in view, on the one hand, the acquisi-
tion by purchase of the land belonging to the Crown
and the private holdings of the Imperial family with the
aid of the " Peasants' Bank " ; and, on the other, the
development of emigration to the fertile regions of
Siberia by granting to the colonists the " cabinet " lands
which were the personal property of the Emperor.
As an initial measure two ukases were issued offering for
sale in small lots about ten millon hectares belonging
to the first two categories.
These and other measures constituting M. Stolypine's
agrarian reforms were embodied in a series of ukases of
which the principal one, which liberated the peasants
from the domination of the Mir, bore the date of
November 25th, 1906. Being decreed under the famous
Article 87, it was necessary that they be submitted to
the Douma within three months after its convocation